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Epidemiologist Roman Prymula. Photo: CPA

Deputy Minister of Health Roman Prymula has been waiting for several months
for his security clearance, which deputy ministers of all ministries are required to
obtain by mid-March. The National Security Authority also enquires Prymula
about the funds from pharmaceutical companies and contacts with the Chinese
company CEFC. However, the Deputy Minister will probably no longer need the
clearance. He told the Denik N that he wished to leave the Ministry. He does not
like the current direction of the resort.

All Deputy Ministers must have a security clearance by mid-March this year due to the
Service Act. At the Ministry of Health, led by Adam Vojtéch (ANO), the majority have
already obtained it. In the case of Roman Prymula, however, the situation has become

more complicated.
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The clearance applicant must document, inter alia, all their annual income, movable assets
and information on significant contacts with foreigners outside the EU and NATO countries.
It was precisely with these questions that the Deputy Minister for Medical Care could have a
problem.

Prymula asked for the clearance last May and has been waiting for the results since then.
“This is incredibly long. The clearance has been moved from an assessment regime to a
confidential level to a more strict classified regime,” Prymula told Denik N. The National
Security Authority, which grants the clearance, is entitled to this change if it is unable to

verify certain facts from public sources.

At the same time, the other deputy ministers passed a less rigorous examination at the
confidential level. It remains unknown even to the Ministry of Health why there has
been a problem with the Deputy Minister Prymula. “We have not been provide with this
information as the NSA proceedings are not public,” replies the spokesperson Gabriela
Stépanyova. No explanation has been provided by the National Security Authority, also
referring to the non-public nature of the proceedings.

All Deputy Ministers must obtain the security clearance by 14 March, otherwise
they will be transferred to a different position where they will not come into contact
with classified information.

Prymula himself told Denik N that was about the leave the Ministry anyway. “I am going to
leave the Ministry soon but I want to obtain my clearance first,” he said pointing that one of
the reason for his resignation is the current direction of the policy of the Ministry of Health.
“But specifically I will not talk about them yet,” he replied, saying that he also wanted to
pursue activities in Hradec Kralové, where he comes from.
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Deputy Minister of Health Roman Prymula at last year’'s opening ceremony of the Czech-Chinese Cntre for
Traditional Chinese Medicine in Prague. Photo: Foundation to Support Traditional Chinese Medicine and
Alternatives

Two Million Crowns from Biovomed

Roman Prymula was forced to quit his job in June 2016 as the Director of the University
Hospital in Hradec Kralové due to his private business activities. In fact, it turned out that at
the same time he was engaged together with his daughter in the management of the Company
Biovomed, s. r. 0., which provided pharmaceutical companies with studies and consultancy
in the field of vaccines. The then Minister of Health Svatopluk Némecek justified his
dismissal by the fact that as the hospital director, he decided on purchasong pharmaceutical
and medical devices, whose suppliers also cooperated with Prymula’s Biovomed Company.

Read also

Zeman Took Representatives of Home Credit,
Skoda and Billionaire Tykac¢ at the Meeting
with the Chinese President

The applicant for security clearance must provide proof of all their income for the last five
years, including income other than wages or salaries. Prymula admits receiving money
from pharmaceutical companies through the Biovomed Company. “My income from the
Biovomed Company was about two million crowns,” he calculated for Denik N.
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At the same time, he refuses to be in any conflict of interest because of his work in this
company. “I have been conducting clinical research for leading pharmaceutical companies
since 1999, ten years before taking up the post of the director. The consultancy concerned
the results of clinical studies. It had nothing to do with the commerce and product
marketing,” says the Deputy Minister, who has also served for a number of years as the
President of the Czech Vaccinology Society. Its authority includes recommending to
public authorities which vaccines are to be reimbursed from public insurance and at what
amount.

The Medical Journal earlier stated that only in 2010 — 2014, Prymula had earned, in
addition to his salary of the university hospital director, over 32 million crowns. Prymula
confirmed this information for Denik N for the first time.

“Most of the money comes from remuneration obtained within the projects of clinical
studies from clients with global operations, not going through Biovomed at all,” argues the
Deputy Minister.

Cooperation with the Chinese CEFC Company

The National Security Authority also asked aabout his earlier relations with Chinese
businessmen, who were promoting traditional Chinese medicine treatment in the Czech
Republic about five years ago.

As a former director of the Hradec Kralove University Hospital, he opened a brand new
project in 2015. At that time, as the first state-run hospital, they began offering Chinese
medicine methods that were offered directly by Chinese doctors. The Chinese investment
group CEFC planned to build a pavilion of traditional Chinese medicine on the premises of
the hospital, but two years ago, these plans fell through and the hospital also closed down
the existing outpatient clinic of Chinese medicine.

Read also
x’ Experiment with Eastern Medicine in Hradec
g Finally Ended: the Chinese Paid off the
Hospital and are Waiting for Legalisation

Denik N enquired about how close was Roman Prymula to the CEFC representatives. “I
promoted building the pavilion of traditional Chinese medicine in Hradec Kralové. The
cooperation was also covered by a Government resolution. I was a state representative in
the TCM Foundation.
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The foundation has already been closed down and I have not received any reward for the
membership. The relations were purely professional,” explained the Deputy Minister.

“I truthfully described all these contacts in the interview with the NSA,” replied
Prymula to the question of Denik N whether he still had personal contacts with the
Chinese representatives. Until recently, he actively participated in the summit meetings
of Czech and Chinese politicians. Last April, he attended the meeting of Presidents
Milo$ Zeman and Xi Jinping, which was also attended by influential players in the

Czech business, such as the management of the Home Credit loan company from the
PPF Group.

In addition to Prymula, Deputy Minister Alena Steflova, who worked as the director of the
WHO National Office in the Czech Republic, has also been waiting for security clearance.
Other Deputy Ministers of Foreign Affairs have already passed their security clearance.
According to the information of the press department, Chief Public Health Officer Eva
Gottvaldova has obtained the clearance at the classified level, other deputy ministers at the
confidential level.

If you have any comments or found a mistake, please contact us at editori@denikn.cz.
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Proverka pro nameéstka Prymulu se
zadrhla. Az ji dostane, chce
Z ministerstva pryc

a IVA BEZDEKOVA

Epidemiolog Roman Prymula. Foto: CTK

Nameéstek ministra zdravotnictvi Roman Prymula uz fadu meésict ceka na
bezpecnostni provérku, kterou do poloviny bfezna musi mit nameéstci vSech
ministerstev. Narodni bezpecnosti uirad se Prymuly pta i na penize od
farmaceutickych firem a kontakty s cinskou spolecnosti CEFC. Nameéstek vsak
provérku uz nejspis potrebovat nebude. Deniku N rekl, Ze chce z ministerstva
odejit. Nelibi se mu soucasné smérovani resortu.

Vsichni ndmeéstci ministerstev musi mit do pulky letosniho brezna kvili sluzebnimu
zakonu bezpecnostni proverku. Na ministerstvu zdravotnictvi vedeném Adamem
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Vojtéchem (za ANO) uz ji vétSina nameéstk(i ma. V pripadé Romana Prymuly se ale
situace zkomplikovala.

Zadatel o provérku musi dolozit mimo jiné veskeré své ro¢ni pfijmy, movity majetek
a také informace o vyznamnych kontaktech s cizinci mimo zemé Evropské unie a NATO.
Prave s témito otazkami byl mohl mit ndmeéstek pro 1écebnou péci problém.

O proverku pozadal Prymula uz loni v kvétnu a na vysledky stale ceka. ,Neuvéritelne se
to tdhne. Proverka byla presunuta z rezimu posuzovani na stupen diverné do
prisnéjsiho rezimu tajné,” rekl Deniku N Prymula. Narodni bezpecnosti urad, ktery
proverky udéluje, ma na tuto zménu pravo, pokud nékteré skutecnosti neni schopen
overit z verejnych zdroja.

Ostatnim nameéstkiim ministerstva pritom stacila méne prisna proverka na pozici
daverné. Proc je prave u nameéstka Prymuly problém, nevi ani ministerstvo
zdravotnictvi. ,Touto informaci nedisponujeme, nebot fizeni na NBU je neverejné,”
odpovidd mluv¢i Gabriela Stépanyova. Vysvétleni nepfislo ani od Narodniho
bezpecnostniho Gradu, ktery se také odkazuje na neverejny priabeh rizeni.

Vsichni namestci museji mit bezpecnostni proverku do 14. bfezna, jinak budou
prerazeni na jiné misto, kde nebudou ve styku s utajovanymi informacemi.

Sam Prymula pritom Deniku N sdélil, Ze z ministerstva beztak odchazi. ,Chystam se

z ministerstva v blizké dobé odejit, ale nejprve chci mit provérku hotovou,” ekl s tim,
ze jednim z dGvodi jeho odchodu je soucasné smérovani politiky ministerstva
zdravotnictvi. ,Konkrétné ale o nich zatim nebudu hovofit,” odpovédél s tim, ze se chce
také vénovat aktivitdm v Hradci Kralové, odkud pochazi.
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centra tradi¢ni ¢inské mediciny v Praze. Foto: Nada¢ni fond na podporu tradi¢ni ¢inské mediciny a alternativ

Dva miliony korun od Biovomed

Roman Prymula musel kvili svym soukromym obchodnim aktivitam skoncit v cervnu

2016 ve funkci reditele Fakultni nemocnice Hradec Kralové. Ukazalo se totiz, ze zaroven

pusobil spolecné se svou dcerou ve vedeni firmy Biovomed, s. r. 0., ktera poskytovala
farmaceutickym firmam studie a poradenstvi v oblasti vakcin. Tehdejsi ministr
zdravotnictvi Svatopluk Némecek jeho odvolani zdiivodnil tim, zZe jako reditel
nemocnice rozhodoval o ndkupech farmaceutickych a zdravotnickych prostredkd,
jejichz dodavatelé zaroven spolupracovali s Prymulovou firmou Biovomed.

Prectéte si také
Zeman vzal na jednani s ¢cinskym

prezidentem zastupce Home Credit, Skody
i miliardare Tykace

Uchazec o bezpecnostni proverku musi dolozit vSechny svoje prijmy za poslednich pét
let, a to vcetné jinych prijm1, nez je mzda ¢i plat. Prymula priznava, ze pres Biovomed
dostaval penize od farmaceutickych firem. ,,MQj prijem ze spolecnosti Biovomed byl
zhruba dva miliony korun,” vy¢islil pro Denik N.
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Zaroven ale odmita, ze by kvtili pisobeni v této firmeé byl v jakémkoliv stretu zajmd.
»Klinicky vyzkum pro predni farmaceutické firmy jsem provadeél od roku 1999, tedy
deset let pred nastupem do funkce reditele. Poradenstvi se tykalo vysledk klinickych
studii. S komerci a marketingem produktti to nemélo nic spolecného,” rika ndméstek,
ktery je zaroven dlouholetym predsedou Ceské vakcinologické spole¢nosti. Ta ma
v pravomoci statnim aradim doporucovat, které vakciny maji byt hrazeny z verejného
pojisténi a v jaké vysi.

Zdravotnicky denik uz drive uvedl, ze Prymula si jen v letech 2010 az 2014 vydélal
krome svého platu reditele FN vice nez 32 miliona korun. Prymula tyto informace pro
Denik N poprvé potvrdil.

,Penize vétsinove pochazi z odmen projektd klinickych studii od zadavatelQ
s celosvetovou pusobnosti, které pres Biovomed viibec nesly,” argumentuje nameéstek.

Spoluprace s cinskou spolecnosti CEFC

Narodni bezpecnostni drad se Prymuly ptal také na jeho drivejsi vztahy s ¢inskymi
byznysmeny, kteti v Cesku pred zhruba péti lety prosazovali 1é¢bu tradi¢ni ¢inskou
medicinou.

Jako nékdejsi reditel FN Hradec Kralové oteviral v roce 2015 zcela novy projekt. Tehdy
zde jako v prvni statem rizené nemocnici zacali nabizet metody ¢inské mediciny, které
provadéli pfimo ¢insti 1ékafi. Cinsk4 investi¢ni skupina CEFC pldnovala v arealu
nemocnice vystavbu pavilonu tradicni cinské mediciny, predloni ale tyto plany padly
a nemocnice ukoncila i provoz stavajicich ambulanci ¢inské mediciny.

Prectéte si také

. Experiment s vychodni medicinou v Hradci
S # definitivné skoncil: Cinané vyplatili
nemocnici a cekaji na legalizaci

Denik N se zajimal o to, jak blizko mél Roman Prymula k predstaviteldm CEFC.
»Prosazoval jsem vystavbu pavilonu tradi¢ni ¢inské mediciny v Hradci Kralové.
Spoluprace byla kryta i usnesenim vlady. Byl jsem zastupcem statu v Nadacnim fondu
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TCM. Fond jiz byl zrusen, za clenstvi v ném jsem nedostal zddnou odménu. Vztahy byly
Cisté pracovni,” upresnil nameéstek.

,Vsechny tyto kontakty jsem pfi pohovoru na NBU pravdivé popsal,” odpovédél
Prymula na dotaz Deniku N, zda ma stale osobni kontakty s ¢inskymi predstaviteli.
Jesté nedavno se pritom aktivné tcastnil vrcholnych setkani ceskych a ¢inskych
politikil. Loni v dubnu byl pfi setkdni prezident(i MiloSe Zemana a Si Tin-pchinga,
kterého se zucastnili i vlivni hraci ceského byznysu, napriklad vedeni Gverové
spolecnosti Home Credit ze skupiny PPF.

Kromé Prymuly ¢ekd na bezpe¢nostni provérku také ndméstkyné Alena Steflova, ktera
v letech 2013-2017 pracovala jako reditelka narodni kancelafe WHO v CR. Ostatni
namestci ministra zahranici uz provérku maji. Hlavni hygienicka Eva Gottvaldova ma
podle informaci tiskového oddéleni proverku na stupen tajné, ostatni namestci na
stupen daverné.

Pokud mate pripominku nebo jste nasli chybu, napiste na editori@denikn.cz.
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